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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield

back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the mo-
tion to instruct.

The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

PEASE). The question is on the motion
to instruct offered by the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without

objection, further proceedings on this
motion will be postponed until later
today.

There was no objection.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on the
further consideration of H.R. 4193, and
that I may include tabular and extra-
neous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1999

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 504 and rule
XXIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 4193.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
4193) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1999, and for other purposes,
with Mr. PETRI (Chairman pro tem-
pore) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. When

the Committee of the Whole rose on
Tuesday, July 21, 1998, title II was open
to amendment at any point.

Are there further amendments to
this portion of the bill?

AMENDMENTS OFFERED BY MR. REGULA

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to offer amendments en bloc, which are
at the desk, notwithstanding that they
address portions of the bill not yet
read, and without prejudice to further
amendments to that portion of the bill
that is pending.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the amendments.

The Clerk read as follows:

Amendments offered by Mr. REGULA:
Page 69, line 15, strike ‘‘$320,558,000’’ and

insert ‘‘$365,550,000’’.
Page 70, line 17, strike ‘‘$630,250,000’’ and

insert ‘‘$675,250,000’’.
Page 70, line 19, strike ‘‘the excess’’ and all

that follows through ‘‘4502)’’ on line 21 and
insert ‘‘$64,000,000, which shall be transferred
to this account from amounts held in escrow
under section 3002(d) of Public Law 95–509 (15
U.S.C. 4501(d))’’.

Page 70, line 22, strike ‘‘$150,000,000’’ and
insert ‘‘$161,000,000’’.

Page 70, line 24, strike ‘‘and shall not’’ and
all that follows through ‘‘4502)’’ on page 71,
line 1.

Page 71, line 4, strike ‘‘$120,000,000’’ and in-
sert ‘‘$129,000,000’’.

Page 71, line 5, strike ‘‘$30,000,000’’ and in-
sert ‘‘$32,000,000’’.

Page 123, after line 14, insert the following
new section:

SEC. 339. Section 3003 of the Petroleum
Overcharge Distribution and Restitution Act
of 1986 (15 U.S.C. 4502) is amended by adding
after subsection (d) the following new sub-
section:

‘‘(e) Subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this sec-
tion are repealed, and any rights that may
have arisen are extinguished, on the date of
the enactment of the Department of the In-
terior and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 1999. After that date, the amount avail-
able for direct restitution to current and fu-
ture refined petroleum product claimants
under this Act is reduced by the amounts
specified in title II of that Act as being de-
rived from amounts held in escrow under sec-
tion 3002(d). The Secretary shall assure that
the amount remaining in escrow to satisfy
refined petroleum product claims for direct
restitution is allocated equitably among the
claimants.’’.

Mr. REGULA (during the reading).
Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendments be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is
there objection to the request of the
gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is

there objection to the consideration en
bloc of the gentleman’s amendments?

There was no objection.
Mr. REGULA. Mr. Chairman, I offer

these amendments on behalf of the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. SKAGGS), a
valued member of the Interior Appro-
priations Subcommittee; the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. FOX);
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms.
JACKSON-LEE) and myself.

The gentleman from Colorado, the
gentleman from Pennsylvania and the
gentlewoman from Texas have worked
tirelessly to find an acceptable offset
for increases in energy conservation
and have in coordination with the Con-
gressional Budget Office and the Office
of Management and Budget identified
excess receipts that can be used for
that purpose. The amendment also par-
tially restores cuts to the fossil energy
research and development program. I
appreciate the efforts of the gentleman
from Colorado, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania and the gentlewoman
from Texas.

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chairman, I move to
strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, I rise in very strong
support of this amendment. It has been

carefully crafted by the gentleman
from Ohio, by the gentleman from Col-
orado, by the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania and by the gentlewoman from
Texas. I would like to say that she has
been a real leader and concerned about
the fossil energy program. This will
benefit that program.

I yield to the gentlewoman from
Texas for whatever comments she
would like to make.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Chairman, let me just simply say
that the fossil energy research and de-
velopment program provides invaluable
service by protecting the environment
and by increasing the efficiency of
power generation.

As my colleagues well know, we now
face a crisis in Texas, overwhelmed by
extreme and enormous heat, impacting
my constituents and at the same time
in the shadow of those terrible trage-
dies are major energy companies, oil
and gas, who have the capacity to en-
gage with the utilization of this par-
ticular resource these dollars and make
energy more efficient and help those
elderly, help those people suffering
from the burdensome heat, help local
government to establish a better en-
ergy source, more efficient source, and
as well to help our domestic energy se-
curity problem and also our consump-
tion.

Mr. Chairman, I would greatly like to
thank the gentleman from Ohio for the
work he has done. My constituents in
Texas will be most appreciative.

I truly hope that my joint amendment with
my colleagues to H.R. 4193, the Department
of Interior and Related Agencies Appropria-
tions Bill of 1999, will be adopted today.

Our amendment raises the appropriations
level for the Fossil Energy Research and De-
velopment program of the Department of En-
ergy by $45 million. We must continue to fully
fund the Fossil Energy Research and Devel-
opment program because it provides the in-
valuable service of protecting the environment
by increasing the efficiency of power genera-
tion. More importantly, the program ensures
that fossil energy technologies continue to
progress in a manner that promotes emissions
reduction and control and energy efficiency.
The program also safeguards our domestic
energy security, and given the fact that our
Nation will continue to use fossil fuels well into
the future, we must strive to fund this program
in a manner that sustains its financial viability.

The Fossil Energy Research and Develop-
ment program is an invaluable government
component due to the necessity of fossil fuels
to our economy and economies of virtually
every country around the globe. Today 85 per-
cent of our domestic energy consumption is
supplied by fossil fuels; by 2015, the contribu-
tion of fossil fuels will grow to 88 percent.

Every credible energy expert believes that
the foreseeable national and global energy fu-
ture, like the present, will be shaped predomi-
nantly by fossil energy.

The benefits of fossil energy use—afford-
able prices, a stronger economy, greater em-
ployment, and a contribution toward improved


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-16T13:03:05-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




